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pool the various resources whose surplus, once the
local needs had been satisfied, would facilitate the
expansion of foreign trade; and to build, on a national
scale, an industry which, if it did not put an end to it,
would at least lessen the state of dependence brought
about by the close neighbourhood of the American
republic. They wished to make of the St. Lawrence
the great commercial artery for the lands of the West
and thus to eliminate the threat presented by the
harbour of New York and to replace, during the winter
season, Portland or Boston by Halifax. They believed
that it should prove possible to link Halifax by railroad
not only with Montreal and Toronto but with the
Pacific coast. But it was useless to dream of all these
things unless the British colonies were united. And
if this union were not to take place, and even if it were
too long delayed, these same colonies, left to their own
devices, must inevitably go to increase the number of
states governed from Washington, to their own loss,
first, and to the loss of Great Britain and the British
Empire. In particular no one could prevent the annex-
ation of the territories in the west if these were not
straightway united to the other colonies of the Crown,
and the sooner the better.

Strong as were these arguments, there were a great
many Canadians, especially French-speaking ones,
from among the radicals and liberals, who were un-
willing to resign themselves to union no matter what
shape it might take. When discussions were begun in
earnest in 1865 the dissidents who proposed to accept
no change which had not been submitted to the people
as a plebiscite were strong in their opposition to the
Conservatives and disaffected Liberals who, they